Evidence of immunosuppressor factor in the serum of women taking oral contraceptives.
The serum of women taking oral contraceptives is able to inhibit an in vitro cytotoxicity reaction at the cell level. This effect is nonspecific. It seems to be due to the presence of an inhibitor of the lymphocyte activity and acting at the membrane level. This factor looks like that described in expectant mothers except that it exhibits a lower activity. This difference makes it possible to consider that its emergence depends on a specific hormonal impregnation.